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JACKSON, Miss, Nov. 29, 2022 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
announced today that it will expand crop insurance coverage for the High-Risk
Alternate Coverage Endorsement (HR-ACE) to cotton beginning with the 2023 crop
year. In addition, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) has designated the HR-
ACE as a permanent endorsement.

“By offering HR-ACE to cotton producers, it creates a level playing field with corn
and soybean producers who already have this option in our region,” said Roddric
Bell, director of RMA’s Regional Office in Jackson. “This is another insurance option
for cotton producers in our region who want to insure their high-risk land at a higher
coverage level than Catastrophic Risk Protection.”

The HR-ACE provides more options to producers who farm both high-risk and non-
high-risk land. The Federal Crop Insurance Corporation’s (FCIC) Board of Directors
approved changes to the HR-ACE on May 19, 2022, to expand coverage to cotton
and convert the program from pilot to permanent status.

The HR-ACE cotton expansion area includes 111 counties in Arkansas, Kansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, and Tennessee (map|text). Currently, there are
approximately 35,000 insured acres of cotton planted on high-risk ground that will
now be eligible for this endorsement. Additionally, a study of batture land required
by the 2018 Farm Bill identified this as a needed change for the region.

https://www.rma.usda.gov/news-events/news
https://www.rma.usda.gov/index.php/news-events/news/2022/jackson-ms/usda-expands-high-risk-alternate-coverage-crop-insurance-cotton
https://www.rma.usda.gov/index.php/news-events/news/2022/jackson-ms/usda-expands-high-risk-alternate-coverage-crop-insurance-cotton
https://www.rma.usda.gov/index.php/print/pdf/node/1273
https://www.rma.usda.gov/sites/default/files/regional-press-releases/HRACE_Cotton_Expansion_Map.pdf
https://www.rma.usda.gov/sites/default/files/regional-press-releases/HR-ACE-Cotton-Expansion-Table-PDF.pdf


Prior to expanding to cotton, the HR-ACE was only available for corn, grain sorghum,
soybeans, and wheat. Now producers can purchase the HR-ACE for these crops,
including cotton, to insure their high-risk and non-risk land on separate additional
coverage policies. The coverage level on the policy for the high-risk land cannot
exceed the coverage level on their non-high-risk policy. The HR-ACE is available for
corn, cotton (beginning with 2023 crop year), grain sorghum, soybeans, and wheat
for producers with high-risk and non-high-risk land in Arkansas, Illinois, Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, and select
counties in Iowa and Nebraska.

More Information

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A
list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at
the RMA Agent Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm
safety net at rma.usda.gov.

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under
the Biden-Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a
greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for
all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.
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