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REASON FOR ISSUANCE 
 
Major changes: See changes or additions in text which have been highlighted. Three stars (***) 
identify information that has been removed. 
 
1. Paragraph 34(1)(a) and (b):  Changed the time of damage to be from emergence/seedling to 

harvest for both fall and spring planted carrots. 
 
2. Paragraph 34(2)(a) and(b):  Changed the number of plants representing a normal stand to 3 plants 

per foot for both fall and spring planted carrots. 
 
3. Exhibit 3, page 16, item 19:  Changed the element name to Time of Damage and the element 

description to Emergence/Seedling to Harvest.  
 
4. Exhibit 3, page 17:  Changed the values for normal plant population per 1/100 acre (item 11) and 

number of surviving plants per 1/100 (item 12).   
 
5. Exhibit 3, page 17:  Changed the name for item 19 to Time of Damage and changed the 

description of the time of damage to Fall Plant-Emergence/Seedling to Harvest. 
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FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This handbook replaces the 2020 Hybrid Vegetable Seed Loss Adjustment Standards Handbook, 
FCIC-20500 (05- 2019). This handbook is effective for the 2021 and succeeding crop years and is not 
retroactive to any 2020 or prior crop year determinations.  
 



 

May 2019 FCIC 20500L TC 1 

HYBRID VEGETABLE SEED LOSS ADJUSTMENT STANDARDS HANDBOOK 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
PAGE NO. 

PART 1 GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

1 General Information ............................................................................................................. 1 
2 AIP Responsibilities ............................................................................................................ 2 
3-10 (Reserved) 
 

PART 2 POLICY INFORMATION 
 

11 Insurability ............................................................................................................................4 
12 Coverage Begins ...................................................................................................................5 
13 End of Insurance Period ........................................................................................................5 
14 Unit Division ........................................................................................................................5 
15 Quality Adjustment ...............................................................................................................5 
16 Causes of Loss and Exclusions .............................................................................................6 
17 Insured Duties .......................................................................................................................6 
18-30 (Reserved) 

 
PART 3 APPRAISALS 
 

31 General Information ..............................................................................................................7 
32 Selecting Representative Samples ........................................................................................7 
33 Measuring Row Width for Sample Selection .......................................................................7 
34 Sampling Procedure ..............................................................................................................8 
35 Appraisal Methods ................................................................................................................9 
36 Deviations and Modifications ...............................................................................................9 
37 General Information for Appraisal Worksheet Entries and Completion Procedures ...........9 
38-50 (Reserved) 
 

PART 4 PRODUCTION WORKSHEET 
 

51 General Information for Production Worksheet Entries and Completion Procedures .........10 
52-60 (Reserved) 

 
EXHIBITS 
 

1 Acronyms and Abbreviations ...............................................................................................11 
2 Definitions ............................................................................................................................12 
3 Form Standards – Stand Reduction Method Appraisal Worksheet  .....................................15 
4 Form Standards – Production Worksheet .............................................................................18 
5 Minimum Representative Sample Requirements .................................................................31 
6 Row Widths and Lengths ......................................................................................................32 



 

May 2019 FCIC 20500L TC 2 

  
 



 

April 2020 FCIC 20500L-1 7 

PART 3 APPRAISALS 
 
31 General Information 

 
 Potential production for all types of inspections will be appraised in accordance with procedures 
specified in this handbook and the LAM.   
 
Subject to the applicable notice of damage or loss provisions of the policy, AIPs may elect to conduct 
inspections to determine the presence of uninsured cause of loss damage, causes of loss that may 
result in inadequate germination (due to drought, heat, hot winds, insects, etc.), and for other related 
purposes. 

 
32 Selecting Representative Samples  

 
A. Determine Minimum Samples 
 

Determine the minimum number of required samples for a field or subfield by the field size and 
the variability of potential production within the field or subfield based on the variations in the 
percent of stand. 
 

B. Splitting Fields 
 
Split the field into subfields when: 
 
(1) Variable damage (variations in plant stand) causes the crop potential to appear to be 

significantly different within the same field; or 
 

(2) The insured wishes to destroy a portion of a field.  
 

C. Separate Appraisals 
 
 Each field or subfield must be appraised separately. 

 
D. Minimum Samples 

 
Take not less than the minimum number (count) of representative samples required in Exhibit 5 
(Minimum Representative Sample Requirements) for each field or subfield. 

 
33 Measuring Row Width for Sample Selection 

 
Use these instructions for all appraisal methods that require row width determinations. 
 
(1) Use a measuring tape marked in inches or convert a tape marked in tenths, to inches, to measure 

row width (refer to the LAM for conversion table). 
 
(2) Measure across three or more row spaces from the center of the first row to the center of the 

fourth row (or as many rows as needed).  Divide the result by the number of row spaces 
measured across to determine an average row width to the nearest one-half inch. 
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33 Measuring Row Width for Sample Selection (Continued) 
 

Example: 
Row 1  Row 2  Row 3 Row 4  

    Row Space    Row Space Row Space 

 

|.......................................................90 inches...............................................| 

   90 inches ÷ 3 row spaces = 30 inches average row width 
 
(3) Where rows are skipped for tractor and planter tires, refer to the LAM. 

 
(4) When two or more rows are used for a pattern, divide the length of a single row pattern by 

the number of rows in the pattern.  The combined length of all rows must equal the single 
row length. 

 
(5) Apply the average row width to Exhibit 6 to determine the length required for the sample 

row. 
 

34 Sampling Procedure 
 

Sampling procedures will be limited to acreage that will not be harvested (e.g., put to other use 
with consent, etc.). 
 
(1) Establish the time of damage: 
 
 (a) Fall planted – emergence/seedling to harvest; or 
 

***  (b) Spring planted – emergence/seedling to harvest. 
 
(2) Select different samples based on variation within the unit based on the number of plants in 

a normal plant stand. 
 

***  (a) Fall planted:  3 plants per foot of row. 
 
 (b) Spring planted:  3 plants per foot of row. 
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Exhibit 3 
Form Standards – Stand Reduction Method Appraisal Worksheet (Continued) 
 

Element/Item Number Description 
19. Stage of Growth at 

Time of Damage 
Emergence/Seedling to Harvest. 

20. Total Appraisals for All 
Samples 

Transfer entry from item 18. 

21. Number of Samples Total Number of Samples. 
22. Appraisal Per 

Acre 
Result in pounds per female acre by dividing the total appraisals 
for all samples (item 20) by the total number of samples (item 21) 
rounded to the nearest whole pound. 

23. Notes and Calculations Enter pertinent information about the appraisal (e.g., note any 
appraisal for uninsured causes and the amount of the appraisal in 
whole pounds), including any appropriate calculations, or use a 
Special Report, and attach to the claim when remarks are needed. 

 

The following required entries are not illustrated on the Appraisal Worksheet example below. 
 

Element/Item Number Description 
24. Insured’s Signature and 

Date 
Insured’s (or insured’s authorized representative’s) signature and 
date. Before obtaining signature, review all entries on the appraisal 
worksheet with the insured (or insured’s authorized 
representative), particularly explaining codes, etc., which may not 
be readily understood. 

25. Adjuster’s Signature, 
Code Number and Date 

Signature of adjuster, code number, and date signed after the 
insured (or insured’s authorized representative) has signed. If the 
appraisal is performed before signature date, document the date of 
the appraisal in the Remarks/Narrative section of the Appraisal 
Worksheet (if available); otherwise, document the appraisal date in 
the Narrative of the PW. 

26.   Page Number Page numbers - (Example: Page 1 of 1, Page 1 of 2, Page 2 of 2, 
 



 

 

Exhibit 3 
Form Standards – Stand Reduction Method Appraisal Worksheet (Continued) 
 
HYBRID VEGETABLE SEED 

 
STAND REDUCTION 

APPRAISAL WORKSHEET 
 

COMPANY 
 ANY COMPANY 

1. INSURED NAME 
 I.M. INSURED 

2. POLICY NUMBER 
 XXXXXXX 

3. UNIT NO. 
0001-0001BU 

4. CLAIM NUMBER 
 XXXXXX 

4. CROP/TYPE 
HYBRID CARROT SEED-WINTER 

5. CROP YEAR 
 YYYY 

6. FSA FARM NO. 
 123 

7. FIELD NO. 
 A 

NO. OF ACRES 
 10.0 

8. ROW WIDTH 
 36” 

9. COUNTY YIELD 
 600 

COMPUTATIONS 
SAMPLE 

NO. 
 
 
 

10 

NORMAL 
PLANT 

POPULATION 
1/100 ACRE 

 

11 

NO. OF 
SURVIVING 

PLANTS 
1/100 ACRE 

 

12 

PERCENT OF 
STAND 

 
 
 

13 

ROUND COL. 13 
TO NEAREST 5 

PERCENT 
 
 

14 

PERCENT OF 
POTENTIAL 

 

 

15 

COUNTY 
YIELD 

 
 
 

16 

APPRAISAL 
FOR SAMPLE 
(COL. 15 X 16) 

 
 

17 

1 436 85 19.5 20 20 600 120 

2 436 73 16.7 15 15 600 90 

3 436 103 23.6 25 25 600 150 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

18.TOTAL 360 

19.  STAGE OF GROWTH AT TIME OF 
DAMAGE 

 
Fall-Plant-Emergence-Seedling 
to Harvest 

20. TOTAL APPRAISALS FOR ALL 
  SAMPLES 
 
  360 

21.  NO. OF SAMPLES 
 
 
  3 

22.  APPRAISAL PER ACRE 
 
 
  120 LBS 

23. NOTES AND CALCULATIONS 

For Illustration Purposes 
This form example does not illustrate all required entry items (e.g., signatures, dates, etc.). 


	Example:

